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ISD 917 BOARD NOTES 
January 7, 2020 


Regular Board Meeting  


Good News—DCALS 
 
Chef Patty LaBeau and Lynn Morris-DCALS Mechatronics and Math Teacher, 
represented ISD 917 programs at the annual Farmington Middle School Career 
Day on Thursday, December 12th.  Chef Patty created some beautiful fruit dis-
plays and Lynn provided information on careers in Mechanical Operations and 
Construction.   
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PERSONNEL 
New hires:  Sarah Easly, Administrative Assistant 


II, effective December 9, 2019.  Whitney Hauser, 


Classroom Assistant, effective December 12, 


2019.  Jayme Judnick, Classroom Assistant, effec-


tive January 02, 2020.  Tammy Mitchell, Class-


room Assistant, effective December 04, 2019.  


Savannah Nelson, Classroom Assistant, effective 


January 02, 2020.  Maria Robinson, Classroom 


Assistant, effective January 06, 2020.  Amber 


Scherer, Special Ed Teacher, effective January 02, 


2020.  Misty Schroeder, Classroom Assistant, 


effective December 12, 2019.  Rehires:  Abby 


Hedquist, Classroom Assistant, effective January 


06, 2020.  Andrea Menzia, Classroom Assistant, 


effective December 09, 2019.  Mary Stadelmann, 


Classroom Assistant, effective January 8, 2020.  


Change in Status:  Tara Brenner, Program Assis-


tant to Administrative Assistant II, effective De-


cember 12, 2019.  Kirstie Gabbert, Teacher, re-


turning from leave of absence, effective January 


13, 2020.  Alison Hild, Teacher to Classroom As-


sistant, effective December 09, 2019.  Julie Illa, 


Administrative Assistant II to Administrative As-


sistant III, effective January 02, 2020.  Resigna-


tion & Terminations:  D’Andre Gordon, Classroom 


Assistant, effective December 20, 2019.  Kara 


Hanson, Classroom Assistant, effective December 


20, 2019.  Jonathan Harlin, Special Education 


Teacher, effective December 6, 2019.  Whitney 


Hauser, Classroom Assistant, effective December 


16, 2019.  Michael Knapp, Classroom Assistant, 


effective December 10, 2019.  Lauren Melzer, 


Teacher, effective December 20, 2019.  Moriah 


Peterson, Classroom Assistant, effective Novem-


ber 27, 2019.  Amun Said, Classroom Assistant, 


effective December 12, 2019.  Kristi Stirler, Class-


room Assistant, effective December 20, 2019. 


January 17, 2020—Teacher In-Service 
Day—No School for Students 
February 4, 2020, 5:00 PM, School Board 
Meeting, 917 Board Room 
February 17, 2020—Presidents’ Day, No 
School for Staff or Students 
March 3, 2020, —5:00 PM School Board 
Meeting, 917 Board Room, DCTC 
March 23-27, 2020—Spring Break for 
Students and Teaching Staff  


I N T E R M E D I A T E  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T  9 1 7  


Motions/Resolutions/Reports 
 Motion passed to approve the Tempo-


rary Employee Report. 
 Motion passed approving the  Ac-


counts Receivable Aging Report. 
 Motion passed approving donations. 
 Superintendent Zuzek reviewed the 


findings and recommendations of a 
thorough analysis of staffing and infra-
structure at the district level.  The rec-
ommendations have been strategical-
ly developed to manage growth to 
meet the needs of member districts 
and remain a good steward of the fi-
nancial resources.  The plan is subject 
to change as resources, student popu-
lations, and program needs change. 


 Motion passed approving the request 
to proceed with Phase I and II of the 
conceptual plans for the future of ISD 
917.   


 


Happy New Year! 
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 Food Industry Careers students completed the annual Holiday Bake Sale.  The class of 12 
students prepared and sold over 300 dozen assorted cookies including Snikerdoodles, Sugar 
Cookies, Peanut Butter Blossoms, Cherry Blossom Kisses, Chocolate Crinkles and Pecan 
Sandies. The Holiday Bake sale focuses on communication skills, quantity cooking, recipe 
reading, measurements, and accuracy in food preparation. Students improved from the 
first day of baking to the last day of baking to the point they can bake a batch of cookies on their own.   Cherry 
Cramer-Food Industry Teacher 


 


 Students from the DCALS-South campus in Farmington took a field trip to the Minneapolis Institute of Arts on 
December 17th.  Students learned about a variety of art from throughout the world and connected it to their 
studies in all areas.  The South staff of Melissa Ashmun, John Borup, Carmen Eaton, and Jon Mulville did a 
wonderful job of setting up this opportunity.   


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 


 Kim Wald-DCALS Main Campus Math Teacher, registered teams from her class to play the 
Stock Market Game on-line from 1/21/20 through 5/01/20.  Student teams will invest 
$100,000 virtually in the stock market and learn about gains/losses, fees, risk, etc. Visit 
https://www.stockmarketgame.org/ for more information.  


 


 On 12-10-19, Fundamental Chef Training students presented a Holiday Luncheon for thirty guests.  The stu-
dents planned, prepared, cooked & served a chicken breast stuffed with cornbread & craisin dressing with 
candied baby carrots.  The dessert was a holiday cookie and candy tray.  The guests enjoyed punch and coffee.  
Our next luncheon is March 31, 2020.  We are planning to serve more guests as the "snowbirds" will be return-
ing from their warm, winter hideaways.  Chef Patty LaBeau-Fundamental Chef Teacher 


 


 On December 19th Cherry Cramer took her Work Experience classes from 
DCALS Main and North campus to Flying Cloud Airport in Eden Prairie.  While 
there the students heard from a flight instructor with Thunderbird Aviation 
Center.  He talked about the career options in aviation, what it takes to be a 
pilot, mechanic, flight attendant, and other related careers.  Students were able 
to tour a small hangar to see some private planes.  The highlight of the day was 
the tour of the flight tower.  Students and staff were able to go into the tower 
and witness air traffic controllers working with and guiding planes as they land-
ed and took off.  Thanks to Travis Perkins-Americorps Promise Fellow at the 
North campus for accompanying the students.    


 


 


GOOD NEWS—DCALS 



https://www.stockmarketgame.org/





 
 


 


 


 


 


 


 What has turned into an annual tradition, students from our DCALS Main campus created a mini 
golf course throughout the classrooms.  Students generated the designs and helped set up the 
course for Friday, December 20th.  The creativity is always fun to see and it helps send the stu-
dents off to break on a fun and relaxing note.   
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Condolences 
 
Our condolences go out to the family of Katrina Walter, 
Graphic Arts Instructor, who passed away on December 
15, 2019, from cancer.    Trina was with 917 for over 32 
years. 
 
Our condolences also go out to Heavy Duty Instructor Tom Le-
doux on the passing of his dad Jack Ledoux on December 16, 2019.   
Jack was 78 years old. 


GOOD NEWS—DCALS 







 
 


  
 
 The staff from our DCALS Main campus continued an annual tradition of creating and distrib-


uting Christmas coffee cans of goods to students.  All the items put into the cans were either 
bought by the staff or donated from a variety of sources.  Staff randomly draw names of stu-
dents and then present them with the can.   


 


 Students and staff from our DCALS North campus enjoyed a holiday luncheon on December 4th.  


Part of the luncheon involved the students planning the meal by using funds that were received 


from an Education Minnesota Grant.  The grant helped to support student growth in the area of 


life skills planning, positive food choices, and building community through cooking.  Students 


also provided some items that they prepared as part of this grant opportunity.   


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 Construction Trades program recently had a rough-in inspection and the house 


passed.  They are now starting on the insulation and sheetrocking.  So far the 


project is going very well, thanks to the work of Paul Landwehr-Construction 


Trades teacher and Lynn Morris-Geometry in Construction Teacher.  We have 


had inquiries about building houses next year, so we will work on that process 


in the near future.   
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 Just a spot of Good News to start the New Year off right.  After all the technology snafus, our students 


took third place in the Elympics (see chart below).  That is the best we have ever done!!!!   Erin Sanford-
DCALS Main Social Studies Teacher serves as the advisor for this each year.   
 


On December 12th, students from DCALS Main campus participated in the Elympics hosted by St Croix 
Valley ALC.  The day started with some major technological glitches (we couldn't sign into Schoology) and 
an old-school solution had to be used to get the questions and answers.  While waiting for that solution to 
arise, students answered 24 questions from a previous year.  By the end of the day, DCALS was able to 
overcome the morning's obstacles answering a variety of questions like identifying animal, logic puzzles, 
and putting things in chronological order.  They brought home a third place finish with 228.78 points; that 
is the best finish DCALS has had.  Students who participated were:  Hailey Ries, Isabel Tapia, Zach Hoff-
man, Marissa Keegan, Airyona Deherrera, Reid Olson, Zach Schulte, Francisco Alers-Rosario, and Johnny 
Yauri. 
Here are some sample questions: 
How many more US presidents were in their 50s when they were inaugurated than were in their 60s 
when inaugurated? 
 


Minnesota's largest school district has several traditional high schools.  What is the name of the smallest 
traditional high school in the state's biggest school district? 
 


If you live in Morken Township in Clay County, how many more children does your state senator have 
than your state representative? 
 


YES Parrots    325.80  1 
Fridley ALC    228.78  3 
St. Croix Valley ALC Team Br  223.84  4 
SWMetro Cyborg Dolpins  208.21  5 
St. Croix Valley Team K   183.96  6 
Winona Auer Power   182.97  7 
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 While learning about earthquake-resistant structures in Earth Science 


class with Ms. Heidi Helm, New Chance students had the opportunity to 


design their own structures using marshmallows and toothpicks. After 


designing their structures, they tested them out on a pan of jell-o to find 


out if their structures could withstand an earthquake. This was a fun, 


engaging, and competitive activity for all of the students and staff who 


participated. 


 


 In the Deaf/Hard of Hearing program at Gideon Pond, students 


and their families were invited to share a meal together. Staff and 


families brought dishes they eat during the fall season. Staff work-


ing with students with multiple disabilities had a chance to share 


communication methods used at school, including American Sign 


Language, signed English, spoken English, and picture exchange 


systems. This was a chance for families to observe the expecta-


tions of the students at school and for valuable insight from the parents to be shared with the 


staff. 


 


 


 


  


            


 


 


 


 On December 19, Lakeville North PACES and DASH students present-


ed “The Nutcracker Mini Suite”.  Student characters included Clara, 


The Nutcracker Prince, Uncle Drosselmeyer, The Sugar Plum Fairy, 


toy soldiers, mice, snowflakes, and ballerinas.  The holiday show in-


cluded music, movement, and speaking parts.  Family and friends 


joined the students in their classrooms for fun and refreshments 


after the show.  The event was a wonderful kickoff to winter break.  
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GOOD NEWS—Special Education 



https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=c32cf04571&attid=0.1&permmsgid=msg-f:1651209579115557410&th=16ea465d1ce7b222&view=att&disp=safe&realattid=f_k3ex9rnh0





 
 
 


 Students at both Cedar and Lebanon continue to work towards their goals of returning to their 


home schools.  At Cedar, three students will begin attending their home schools part-time and 


one individual student is transitioning to a group classroom.  At Lebanon there are currently four 


students attending their home schools for part of the day with two more students starting after 


break.  There is also one student transitioning to a group classroom with another student starting 


to do so in January. 


 


 Tom Garding’s Cedar SUN middle school students spent  three weeks researching Native Ameri-


can tribes  in Minnesota. They created PowerPoint presentations and wrote speeches which they 


presented to their parents. This same group of students increased their average reading Lexile 


level by 250 points between September and early December. 


 


 There are new volunteer opportunities for students at the TEA program.  Eighteen students are 


participating in a mentor-mentee program at the school.  The pairs of students get together once 


a week for a game, activity, or just to talk.  The program has also adopted Moeller Park in Apple 


Valley.  Amy Hurla and Amber Scherer’s elementary class will be going to the park on a regular 


basis to keep it clean.  The entire school will be conducting a spring cleanup in March or April. 


 


 The students in Brenda Szoka’s high school/transition Cedar SUN class 


have not only been working hard on the traditional academic lessons but 


they had fun learning how to put on a short play for the school and their 


parents.  In just two weeks the students and staff created the scenery, 


gathered props, costumes, made treats and learned their lines. Their pro-


duction of the fall play, The Big Pumpkin was entertaining and fun for all.  The play taught every-


one the lesson that no matter how big a problem is you can ask for help and with perseverance 


you can succeed. Following the play, the class held a harvest party and shared some delicious 


treats.  When asked what was their favorite part of the play, one student reported getting to 


wear a costume, one said making all the treats, and another said hearing Ms. Brenda talk and 


cackle like a witch.  They reported that they will never forget her line referring to the big pump-


kin, " It's big and it's mine and it's stuck on the vine!" 


 


 Right before Thanksgiving break, two families received a full holiday 


meal: turkey, stuffing, green beans, potatoes, and sides. The two fami-


lies were nominated by staff. The food was provided by the Dakota 


County Black Employee Network. One parent was moved to tears be-


cause she was now able to provide her six kids a holiday meal.  
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 On December 19th the Deaf/Hard of Hearing Program invited both resource and itinerant stu-


dents at Gideon Pond Elementary to participate in a winter celebration. All 14 students gathered 


to celebrate and build community. The staff organized a number of activities for the students. 


The event began with our wonderful support staff taking the students sledding! Afterward, the 


students participated in three different stations: cookie decorating and hot cocoa, snowman 


building, and shaving cream art. The students were able to socialize and practice their language 


skills in both American Sign Language (ASL) and English. The students had a wonderful time 


building friendships and having fun! 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 TESA Student Council Sponsored Toys For Tots this Christmas and collected toys for Toys for 


Tots campaign. Thank you for donating toys you really helped 


the children in the community have a better holiday experience. 
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 On December 10, 2019 the families and staff of Alliance Education Center gathered for the 


annual “Thankful for You” celebration which had to be postponed due to a snow day. 50 fami-


lies signed-in (a new record!). The families, staff, and students shared a meal together. Food 


was paid for by a donation from the local Rosemount VFW and bought from Cub Foods in 


Rosemount. Four turkeys were also donated and were raffled off, all families that won were 


ecstatic to take the turkey home for their holiday meals.  


 
 


 At Alliance Education Center, one of our high school students, a 


9th grader, was selected to participate in Dakota County/Rosemount 


Law Enforcement Event, “Shop With a Cop”. The student was given 


two-hundred dollars to purchase gifts for himself and his family of five 


siblings and one mother. He was so excited to receive the news and 


was so proud to be able to give back to his mother for the holiday 


season.  


 


 As happens every year at Alliance Education Center, on December 20, 2019 we were able to 


provide gifts to each of our students as part of our annual “Mitten Day” celebration. As in past 


years, the entire student population was adopted by the Minneapolis Division of U.S. Customs 


and Border Protection. In early October our students filled out a mitten with gift requests. All 


mittens were “adopted” by employees of the company and gifts were delivered to AEC. Stu-


dents received these gifts throughout the day. What normally can be a very difficult time for 


our students was lessened by the generosity of this company.  


 


 


Page 10 


GOOD NEWS—Special Education 


I N T E R M E D I A T E  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T  9 1 7  







 
 
 
 Students at Concord Education Center participated in a Gingerbread Extravaganza prior to win-


ter break. This was an opportunity for Jana Jonasen’s class, a middle-


school group classroom, to work with and mentor one of our elementary 


individual classrooms, led by teacher Rebecca Albers. This activity was 


part of a series of activities for these mentoring opportunities for Mrs. J.’s 


students to work with Ms. A.’s students. As you can tell by the smiles all 


around, this activity was a big hit. The students had a blast and it was a 


great time for all the students to increase their focus, attention, and abil-


ity to positively and safety interact with peers!  
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Medical Careers-Medical Science 
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